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insists and demonstrates that in Scripture function and posi­
tion are neatly bound together. No less than thirty-three 
pages of meticulous exegesis deal with the matter of women 
in ecclesiastical office, which study committees in the Chris­
tian Reformed Church and others would do well to consult 
on what has become for many a thorny issue. The dangers of 
syncretism are thoroughly exposed. And while the church is 
seen as an ever-present reality in this age by the will of 
Christ, its Savior and Lord, its destiny as a heavenly and 
eschatological entity shines brightly throughout these pages. 
Every serious reader of this book cannot but be impressed, 
informed and encouraged. Once taken up for reading, it will 
not be casually laid aside except by the superficial or the 
indifferent. 

Peter Y. De Jong 

Public Knowledge and Christian Education, by Theodore 
Plantinga. Vol. 1 of Studies in Christian Education. Lewis-
ton, NY; Queenston, ON: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1988. 
Pp. 124. $30.00. 

There are a great many books these days about education. 
All of them say something, and a good number of them 
might even be characterized as saying something important 
about this or that aspect of specifically Christian education. 
The book before us goes further than most in its examination 
of Christian education, for it seeks to lay foundations in a 
Christian worldview for our examination of and discussion 
about how we carry on this covenant community enterprise. 
Furthermore, this is a good book. It is written by an expert 
philosopher who is truly Christian in his worldview and 
methods. This is demonstrated both in the book before us 
and in other works, such as his Learning to Live With Evil 
(Eerdmans, 1982). 

Theodore Plantinga is professor of Philosophy at Re­
deemer College in Ancaster, Ontario. He grew up in the 
Christian Reformed Church and has been active in Christian 
education, having taught at Calvin College and having been 
involved in the founding of Redeemer College. 

121 



MID-AMERICA JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

His book addresses the need to be conscious of the sources 
of the content of our Christian education curricula, a need 
that, Dr. Plantinga convincingly argues, is often neglected. 
Christian education often imports the content of secular edu­
cation and then tries to "christianize" it, rather than being 
critical enough to realize that certain aspects of the "public 
knowledge" cannot be successfully christianized. 

In the first chapters of the book Plantinga works through 
a theory of knowledge which sees ¡knowledge as information 
useful in a particular environment. While many might at first 
find such a theory of knowledge contrary to the usual idea 
of "universal truth," Plantinga argues that no one really 
possesses that kind of "knowledge" and that we do better to 
look at human knowledge as it really is. 

Having outlined the realities of human knowledge, our 
author argues that the sciences and academic disciplines 
dealt with in education constitute "discourses," areas of dis-
cussipn in which language peculiar to each is used. The sum 
of these various discourses is what Plantinga calls "public 
knowledge." 

When one wishes to work in or communicate about a par­
ticular science, he is forced by the discourse already in pro­
gress to speak the language of that science. Christians must 
notice that these discourses are already laid out and in pro­
gress internationally, before the sciences (hard and soft) are 
imported into the Christian curriculum. Thus, when the 
Christian curriculum t̂ kes over "public knowledge," it is 
very often unknowingly secularizing itself. 

There are two basic problems with respect to the present 
situation in Christian education theory. The first is that it is 
commonly accepted that any discipline can be Christianized 
and legitimately taught in Christian education. Plantinga 
argues that we ought to be much more selective about what 
we import from the public knowledge sector of society. 

The second major problem our writer finds is that most 
of our Christian educators today at the college level have 
obtained advanced degrees from secular institutions and with 
them, subliminal allegiance to the secular disciplines and 
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institutions at which they received them. 

All of this leads Plantinga to urge a much more critical 
use of both the academic disciplines and also of the educa­
tional facilities of the non-Christian world around us. Plan­
tinga calls us to a pluralistic view of the world in which we 
live, and uses the Jewish culture as an example of how 
Christians might maintain their cultural identity in a non-
Christian world. 

We can be very happy that Plantinga has raised these 
matters in such an articulate fashion. Hopefully the rest of 
the covenant community which is committed to Christian 
education will realize how important these issues are and will 
continue the discussion. We know that this book, part of a 
series of studies, is seeking to raise issues rather than have 
the final say on them. Therefore, we know that neither its 
author nor his editors will be dismayed to find others seek­
ing clarification and expressing some concern with certain 
conclusions and recommendations. That is what healthy dis­
cussion must have. 

We would point out first of all that there is a rather nomi-
nalistic cast to the author's analysis of epistemology. Not 
surprising therefore is his conclusion that we need to work 
within rather than across the borders of the pluralistic world 
in which we live. Indeed, he recommends a kind of Jewish 
insularism as a means of protecting the identity and purity 
of the Christian community, going so far as to point to the 
Jewish maintenance of the Hebrew language for prayers, 
etc., as good methodology. 

We find this ideal to be somewhat out of touch with the 
intercultural requirements of evangelism and missions, par­
ticularly as we learn them from the book of Acts. We do live 
in a pluralistic world, but do we take this as necessary and 
even ideal, or do we work to bridge and overcome barriers in 
an attempt to claim all of the universe as our Lord's rightful 
property (cf. Ps. 2:8ff)? 

Plantinga does point out a number of failures in "cultural 
protestantism," as he terms the modern movement to unify 
all knowledge under a "Christian" banner. However, the 

123 



MID-AMERICA JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

existence of problems does not warrant abandoning a legiti­
mate enterprise, if indeed it is legitimate. In their hallowing 
of secularism, the modern "liberals" have thrown out the 
baby with the bathwater. At the same time, we are con­
vinced that there needs to be a great deal more searching for 
the baby, before we throw out the water of seeing all of 
creation as peculiarly Christ's kingdom. 

This is a good book; it will make you think. Get it, read it, 
and join the discussion. 

Robert E. Grossmann 

Scaling the Secular City, by J.P. Moreland. Grand Rapids: 
Baker Book House Company, 1987. Pp. 287 including table 
of contents and bibliography, no index. $12.95. 

J.P. Moreland is the professor of apologetics at Liberty 
University's School of Religion (an outgrowth of J. FalwelPs 
ministry). He obtained a Ph.D. from the University of 
Southern California and has written Universals, Qualities, 
and Quality-Instances: A Defense of Realism. 

The title of the work under review at first glance suggests 
that it is a book on urban missions. However, its subtitle, A 
Defense of Christianity, quickly dispels that notion. Secular 
City is intended to be a comprehensive philosophical apolo­
getic for Christianity. Among its notices on the back cover 
are quotes in which William Craig of Westmont College calls 
it "the most sophisticated apologetics book I have read," and 
Dallas Willard of the University of Southern California says, 
"No evangelical now writing on apologetics surpasses More-
land in philosophical ability." These are interesting accolades 
for a book that never raises the question of the pistic nature 
of philosophical and scientific presuppositions, nor discusses 
the noetic effects of sin in its defense of Christianity. 

This book falls very distinctly into the category of a 
rationalist-evidentialist approach to apologetics. As such, it 
is certainly up-to-date and quite sophisticated. Furthermore, 
it is very well organized and clearly written. 
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